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I first began writing about Michael Jackson back in 1989 after Adrian Grant 
invited me to join the team for Off The Wall magazine. We had established 
contact after I wrote to him about swapping video tapes and that I had an early 
released copy of a new book called Sequins & Shades. Not long after, Adrian 
borrowed the book and used its timeline for a column he called Cadman’s 
Corner. 
 
It wasn’t long before we were discussing ideas for the magazine and having 
meetings in London to meet other avid fans like myself who had travelled from 
Europe, Japan, China and America.  
 
I contributed several articles over Off The Wall’s 6 year reign including regular 
columns The Jacksons No 1s, Cadman’s Corner (now covering memorabilia) 
and one off articles covering the Triumph album and The Victory tour. Those 
are memories that I look back on fondly. 
 
One particular idea I was proud of suggesting was that the readers of Off The 
Wall magazine present Michael with an award. It seemed a long shot at the 
time, but once Michael heard about it via Bob Jones, Adrian was invited to 
America to present the award. 
 

 
 
 
From that meeting Michael officially recognised Off The Wall magazine and 
invited Adrian to an exclusive play in the studio of the still unreleased ‘Man In 
Black’ (aka as Men In Black) as well as several other tracks that would 
eventually be heard on Dangerous. The invitation was one of many that would 
come during the magazines successful run. 
 
After Off The Wall ceased publication in 1993 I spent some time on how I 
could still make a contribution to the fan community. I kept in touch with 
several people I had met through the magazine and built good friendships, with 



the likes of Dee Pfeiffer, Laura Panunzio and Ron Sweet (who are now married) 
swapping memorabilia. I still value those friendships to this day. 
 
Another guy I became friends with was Craig Halstead after we put together an 
extensive discography for an issue of Off The Wall. Craig’s main interest was 
keeping up to date records on Michael’s chart performances from around the 
world. Today, he as published several books on Michael and The Jacksons and 
other artists covering their chart successes. 
 
It was during the end of 1994 I decided to produce my own fanzine. My 
inspiration came from a magazine I occasionally brought called Beatles 
Monthly. I studied the magazine thoroughly from the design to the format and 
liked the idea that it would be a different format to the others and would be easy 
to carry around. 
 

 
 

Craig was the first person I invited to join the team I had in mind. Another 
fanzine had already offered him a column for their publication, but after laying 
out my plans he was happy to join us. 
 
Not only would Craig produce his own regular chart column, but he also took 
on co-editing, proof reading and wrote several articles. Little did we know at the 
time, that this would be the start of a successful partnership, with the release of 
6 books on Michael and Janet Jackson, plus one on ABBA. 
 
I decided to call the fanzine JACKSON so as we could cover all of the families 
work and history. 
 



With this in mind I approached Kathleen Horning and sadly now the late Tony 
Taliaferro to join us to cover the history of the Jackson 5. They also provided up 
to date news about Michael from the American media.  
 
So I got off and running by purchasing the newly released Time computer and 
self taught myself how to design the magazine and after issue 1 you could see a 
dramatic change in the presentation. It was an enjoyable experience to say the 
least and one fellow fan who was very helpful was Linda Wisdom, who at the 
time was publishing her own fanzine Black or White Billboard. I was very 
grateful that Linda was so humble and was happy to work with us, so much we 
combined our fanzines for issues 5&6. 
 
Issue1 
 
The first issue kicked off in March, 1995 and it was my first attempt at 
designing and producing a magazine. Like all things, I wasn’t fully satisfied, but 
after studying the Beatles Monthly again, the following issues would show 
better presentation. Jackson Magazine opened with a 28 page issue. 
 
The regular columns over the 6 issues would include: 
 
Newsline – Michael related news. 
 
Cadmans Corner - Memorabilia 
 
Chart File – Craig Halstead’s yearly chart look 
 
Can You Remember? – Katherine & Tony’s regular topic on The Jackson 5. 
 
Completing the first issue were a review by Pete Ogle for Brownstones debut 
album ‘From The Bottom Up’ and Blackstreets self titled album. Pete also 
contributed a further article on Brownstone. 
 
Michael’s Heal The World Interview Part 1 completed JACKSONS opening 
issue. 
 
Issue 2 
 
By the second issue I had learned about bleeding the pages for the photos and 
the cover and JACKSON produced a 48 page copy. 
 
In addition to the regular columns for this issue were: 
 



A History Newsline as it happened – a new regular column following all the 
History album and tour news. 
 
Janet Jackson Part 1 
 
Janet Live at the NEC 
 
Fanzines Around The World Part 1 
 
Heal The World Part 2 
 
Issue 3 
 
Another extra 4 pages were produced for our best selling issue no. 3. This 52 
page copy sold out within 6 weeks long before our next issue was due. 
 
New articles included History Past Present & Future Book I reviewed 
 
You Said You Said – the fans comments on History Past Present & Future Book 
I 
 
Michael On Tracks 
 
Michael’s Cyberchat 
 
Janet Part 2 
 
Soulsation Review 
 
Bits & Piece 
 
Together with JACKSONS regular columns 
 
 
Issue 4 
 
JACKSON went with a brand new font for issue 4 with a coloured banner. Our 
Christmas issue included 3 competitions and came with 48 pages. 
 
New articles included: 
 
Michael on Wetten Dass? 
 



The MTV Performance at Radio City Music Hall 
 
Janet – Queen of a Decade 
 
Fanzines Around The World Part 2 
 
Heal The World Interview Part 3 
 
The Beginning Of History – a look at the Steeltown Years. 
 
Jermaine 
 
3T 
 
Jackson 5 Christmas Album 
 
Issue 5 
 
JACKSON teamed up with the UK Black or White Billboard for issue 5 with 
Editor Linda Wisdom joining the team to provide some excellent contributions. 
 
New articles included: 
 
Michael’s Touch of Class – The Brit Awards 
 
Michael In Germany 
 
For The Record – A look at the new releases 
 
3T – UK Visit 
 
Jermaine Part 2 
 
Fanzines Around The World Part 3 
 
Issue 6 
 
This last issue of JACKSON magazine wasn’t an easy decision to make in the 
summer of 1996 and came just at the time Michael was set to start his History 
World tour in Prague, Czech Republic. Two reasons disrupted the continuation 
of JACKSON. The first was my extra work load that was going to make it 
impossible for me to dedicate myself to the magazine. The production and 



presentation was all down to me and then there was the task of sending all the 
issues out and that took some time also. 
 
The second reason was Craig and I had been working on our first book The 
Michael Jackson Chronicles, which had resulted in us getting an offer from 
Plexus Publishing. Although sadly that didn’t materialise later, my work 
situation was still a major obstacle and being self employed it wasn’t something 
I could turn away. Hence, I had to make the decision to close the magazine. All 
subscriptions were returned and a few fans did write back to thank me for doing 
this. 
 
I Look back now with immense pride on what we achieved. Our third issue sold 
over 2,000 copies which was no mean feat for a small production. It was an 
enjoyable experience and it was officially recognised by Michael after issue 2, 
Thanks to Bob Jones, who requested 6 copies of each issue. 
 
Since those days I’ve produced several books on Michael with more in the 
pipeline. 
 
This specially produced download had been made available for free for all those 
Michael Jackson fans worldwide who continue to support him through the good 
and bad times, and for being a constant inspiration for me over the past five 
decades. Thanks for sharing and I hope you enjoy what we put together back in 
1995-1996. 
 
Keep the dream alive 
 
Chris Cadman June, 2019.  
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


	JACKSON THE HISTORY YEARS 1995-1996.pdf
	COVER.pdf
	JACKSON COVER.pdf
	52de2f72-9ba9-407b-a199-215f345a795c.pdf
	THE BIRTH OF JACKSON MAGAZINE NEW.pdf
	1.pdf
	2.pdf
	3.pdf





